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Fixing New York's climate accounting
is a long-term win | Opinion
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New York's rele ss a climate leader is undisputed, but troe leadendip
demasds the courage 80 have an hooest dalogoe about delivering progres
in a way that is sssarter, more practical snd more affoedable for every New

Yorker,

The fundamental disagreement over how to meet our envicommental
targets without saddling New York families with excessive costs |s a key
sticking point that has delayed the state bodget. Bt state beaders canmaot
allow perfoction to stall progress.

Why NY must adjust emission accounting standards

While the devil Is in the detalls, Gov. Kathy Hochul's position that the state
should adjust itx greembouse gas emission accounting standands to simply
align with the standards wsed both by other states and international
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climate sclentists deserves an homest conversation.

Much foous has been placed om the timeline over which the impact of
emisshons Is tracked: 20 years snder New York's standards versas 100
vears clsewhere. But a second change — 10 meassre so-called Iifecydle
emissions of fucls used for home beoating and vebicles Instead of only what
comes out of the tallpipe or chimaey — could actually have a far greater
Impact on how New York decarboniaes in the future by mcentivizing
preater ase of renewahle foels dertved from sources bke used cooking ol
and other food waste stroams.




For too long, New York's outlier status bas overlooked renewable fueds
because under the state's math, the rules igncce the carbion that plants snd
organic waste soak up while they are growing. By Sscounting the full
Iifecycle of these fuels, New York credits them with making oaly a
margisal redoction in emissions.

Whills the iden is somewhat complcated, the results are clear, Take
Califoenia, which uses a iifocycie assessnent method asd an associated
Clean Puel Staadand prograns that has ereated the nation’s pee-eminent
masket for renewable fuels. Nearly 75% of the state’s diesel is now
renewsble fuel, supplanting tradivicnal fossdl fuels that have 4 significantly
higher emissions impact. Closer 1o hoese, the city of New York has taken
stega 1o, when counted properly, reduce 362 million pounds of greenhouse
pas exsbsions assusly by switching its saowpdows, garbuge trucks, feery
rad other diesel-powered vehicles 1o renewsble fuels, 1n Westchester, the
cousty of Westchester, Creton-co-Hudson and Teckaboe are at the
forefroat using resewable fuel to meet their decarbonization objectives,
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How New York can pragmatically lead

But desplto chear evidence of their benefits, New York State's current
regulations send a message 10 fued producers that they should continue
directing thelr supplies 10 states bke Calidornia that progerly credit those
fuels. That Jeaves New Yorkers with fewer opticas at a time when both
fossil fuels and utility costs are sky high.

By Initiating this Sffical but necessary dialogue, Hockal has
detmomatratod that New York can be sa envitonmentad leader while sl

embracing pragmatic chasges that protect the families and busitesses that
powes oer slate.

t's time to codify these accounting standards that will pave the way for
what cam come next with golicles ke 2 market-based Cloan Fuel Standand
and ensure that every New Yorker can participete in the green economy,

Larry OCwenell serves as co-president of the Federated Conservationists
of Westchester County board of directors.
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OPINION

Guest column: Caught in energy transition uncertainty, Hudson
Valley can turn to biofuels
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By Ohris Scaturre, U0, Upstate Energy
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Op-Ed: The Sutfolk Need for Multiple Clean Energy Seurces
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OPINION

Biofuels a ‘right-now’
solution to New York’s
energy needs (Your Letters)

Published: Feb. 17, 2026, 10:49 a.m.

In this photo from 2022, A Staten Island-bound NYC Ferry makes its way to the
St. George Terminal. (Advance/SiLive.com | Jason Paderon)
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By Your Letters

To the Editor:

If 2026 is the year of affordability, energy cost is the most important driving force. Consumers rightfully want to know

that the energy they need will be there when they need it, without costing an arm and a leg.

To achieve that, state leaders have arrived at a bipartisan consensus that a singular focus on policies like renewable
electrification as a one-shot solution will drain wallets. “All-of-the-above” has grown to be more than a buzz phrase; it’s

ingrained in state energy policy.
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Nowhere is that more evident than Gov. Kathy Hochul's all-in approach to nuclear energy, announcing in January her
intent to quadruple the state’s nuclear commitment to include enough new development to power millions of homes.

Put another way, New York intends to build more than the total amount of nuclear construction nationwide over the last

three decades.

The rub is that nuclear facilities are expensive and can take well more than a decade to build. So while we work toward

laudable goals to build new nuclear energy as quickly as possible, we need other strategies right now to alleviate an

impending energy crunch that threatens reliability and drives up the costs for limited resources.
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Renewable biofuels need to be part of the here-and-now mix, especially in hard and costly to electrify sectors. Made

from sources like restaurant grease, animal fats and used cooking oil — and with significantly lower emissions than

traditional fuels — these fuels are a readymade solution to help alleviate demand for other energy today and without

the need for potentially cost-prohibitive home heating system or vehicle upgrades.

New York City’s conversion of its heavy-duty trucks and ferries to use entirely renewable diesel is a shining example

that we don’t need to wait for a silver-bullet solution like nuclear paired with millions spent on electric vehicles in order

to reduce emissions without disrupting services New Yorkers rely on. Erie and Westchester counties have gotten on

board, too. And the state has highlighted supplanting fossil fuels with renewable ones as a step toward achieving

climate and energy goals.

Data from the California Air Resources Board show that aggressive policies have helped the state replace 75% of the

fossil diesel used in heavy duty vehicles with renewable and biodiesel alternatives.
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As New York policymakers pursue nuclear, they also should take a hard look at proposals like a Clean Fuel Standard,

similar to policies in California, that would signal to the market that the Empire State is going beyond pilot or one-off
projects and is open for widespread renewable fuel use and production. Similarly, ensuring that renewable diesel and
biodiesel are both options under the state’s bioheating law will help further move away from traditional oil used by

homeowners but without the added upfront costs of installing fully electric systems.

These and other measures will strengthen energy reliability, mitigate household costs, and accelerate our clean energy

transition without overtaxing the electric grid.

Hochul is right to pivot to a more practical energy future, but we cannot afford to let the perfect of tomorrow get in the
way of the proven of today. By embracing renewable biofuels as a cornerstone of our strategy, we can cut emissions,

protect our wallets, and power our state with a solution that is ready right now.
Kris DeLair

Executive Director

Empire State Energy Association

Troy

Rocco |. Lacertosa
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Think your National Grid bills in NY have been awful this winter?
They'll get worse

For $300, would you give National Grid control over your thermostat?

New York extends billions in subsidies for nuclear plants in Upstate
NY

NY'’s nuclear plants want billions more in subsidies. Are state officials
in a position to say no?

Hochul ratchets up NY's nuclear plans, aims to lead U.S. in building
new reactors

p,

{s Your Letters
Syracuse.com/The Post-Standard welcomes your opinions on topics of local interest.
We publish timely letters and commentaries that advance the conversation about

issues in the news. Send submissions to...more

letters@syracuse.com

Around the Web

Invertir $252 en Avianca CFD podria devolverte un segundo salario

Tech Research View | Sponsored

Coémo lograr la Nacionalidad Espaiola en 2026

Nacionalizate.es | Sponsored

US Citizens in Colombia Can Vote in 2026. Learn How

Center for US Voters Abroad Turnout Project | Sponsored

C Mas informacion )



https://www.syracuse.com/news/2026/02/think-your-national-grid-bills-have-been-awful-this-winter-theyll-get-worse.html
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2026/02/for-300-would-you-give-national-grid-control-over-your-thermostat.html
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2026/01/new-york-extends-billions-in-subsidies-for-nuclear-plants-in-oswego-and-wayne-counties.html
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2026/01/nys-nuclear-plants-want-billions-more-in-subsidies-are-state-officials-in-a-position-to-say-no.html
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2026/01/hochul-ratchets-up-nuclear-plans-aims-to-lead-us-in-building-new-power-reactors.html
https://www.syracuse.com/staff/syrpsreaderspage/
https://www.syracuse.com/staff/syrpsreaderspage/
mailto:letters@syracuse.com
https://trk.limeixo.com/jFKGwLgh
https://trk.limeixo.com/jFKGwLgh
https://trk.limeixo.com/jFKGwLgh
https://trk.limeixo.com/jFKGwLgh
https://trk.limeixo.com/jFKGwLgh
https://trk.limeixo.com/jFKGwLgh
https://trk.limeixo.com/jFKGwLgh
https://nacionalizate.es/requisitos-para-solicitar-la-nacionalidad-espanola-por-residencia
https://nacionalizate.es/requisitos-para-solicitar-la-nacionalidad-espanola-por-residencia
https://nacionalizate.es/requisitos-para-solicitar-la-nacionalidad-espanola-por-residencia
https://nacionalizate.es/requisitos-para-solicitar-la-nacionalidad-espanola-por-residencia
https://nacionalizate.es/requisitos-para-solicitar-la-nacionalidad-espanola-por-residencia
https://nacionalizate.es/requisitos-para-solicitar-la-nacionalidad-espanola-por-residencia
https://nacionalizate.es/requisitos-para-solicitar-la-nacionalidad-espanola-por-residencia
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register
https://votersabroad.org/register




EMPIRE REPORT

Record-smashing cold snap proves why New York still
needs renewable biofuels

By Kris DeLair and Rocco J. Lacertosa | February 6, 2026
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The historic run of bitter cold and record-shattering snow drifts across the

state has prompted a moment of reckoning when it comes to New York’s energy
conversation. When the Arctic air settles and the snow piles up, all-renewable
electrification simply isn’t well-positioned to step up to the plate. An all-of-the-
above approach is necessary to provide New Yorkers with reliable heat and power
in these types of scenarios.

During these hours of intense energy stress, it wasn’t sSlow-moving all-electric

promises that kept us warm — it was the liquid heating fuels industry which served
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as an essential backstop that prevented the extreme weather from becoming a
catastrophe.

Dual-fuel generation consistently accounted for over one-third of the state’s
energy usage during the late-January deep freeze, according to the New York

Independent System Operator (NYISO), as electric generators competed with
building owners for available natural gas. Renewables struggled to crack 5 percent,
a stark contrast that revealed a critical vulnerability in the state’s strategy to
decarbonize the grid.

Meanwhile, the federal government waived certain requirements to allow all power

generators to run at maximum capacity, the kind of need that would likely
arise more frequently in the years ahead if our electric system becomes “winter

peaking” and demand doubles amid the state’s plans to move more New Yorkers
to electric heat pumps and vehicles.

However, the role of liquid fuels extends beyond just large-scale power generation
and is equally vital to keeping homes and businesses warm.

While the broader industry worked to ensure the reliability of the grid, our everyday
local suppliers kicked their efforts into overdrive to deliver renewable biofuels. By
blending these low-carbon fuels into traditional supplies, they provided a critical
backstop for homes and business owners who, even in cases when they rely on
traditional boilers as a back-up to electric or gas systems, needed additional

resources to keep warm.

There was no better case made for the all-of-the-above energy approach than in
these past few weeks (and with more cold blowing in); nor was there a better case

for including here-and-now solutions in that mix.

Ignoring the true potential of practical tools available to reduce emissions today like
biofuels, risks a scenario where our energy system becomes overtaxed, under-
resourced, and prone to failure exactly when New Yorkers are most vulnerable —
and when they can quite literally least afford higher costs because their energy
choices are limited.

The reality is that renewable biofuels are New York’s backbone on these coldest
days. We are delivering a cleaner product today by utilizing advanced renewable
feedstocks — like restaurant grease, animal fats, and waste vegetable oil — that

slash emissions without requiring homeowners to rip out and replace their

existing heating systems. That delivers the best-of-both-worlds solution the state is
seeking right now, lowering emissions while protecting against expensive capital
costs for those who can’t afford them.
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The renewable liquid fuels industry is constantly evolving and can and will
continue to improve so that for decades to come, we remain a pillar of the state’s

energy system. However, we cannot sustain this progress alone.

The state should pursue policies that would continue to increase the blending of
renewable fuels, and to expand the blending requirements to include both
renewable diesel and biodiesel under the state’s bioheating law. This will expand
the marketplace for renewables and accelerate the transition away from traditional
heating oil, giving homeowners multiple clean-energy pathways without requiring
prohibitive upfront system replacement costs.

These common-sense measures will support energy demand — especially at times
of peak need — bolstering grid reliability, helping keep household costs lower, and
continuing progress toward climate goals. While resources like nuclear that would
support increased electrification are important components of the long-term
conversation, they do not change the immediate reality that New York needs proven
solutions to survive the winter.

By embracing and incentivizing renewable biofuel adoption, we can help ensure
New Yorkers don’t have to think twice about the one thing they should rightly
expect in the dead of winter: a warm home.

Kris DeLair is Executive Director of the Empire State Energy Association, Inc.,
Rocco J. Lacertosa is CEO of the New York State Energy Coalition, Inc.
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NY's economy's need reliable energy —
including biofuels | Opinion
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John Ravitz Special to the USA TODAY Network
Updated Jan. 20, 2026, 10:06 a.m. ET

The conversation about energy in New York has thankfully reached a moment of pragmatic
reckoning. A bipartisan consensus is emerging among Gov. Kathy Hochul and state
lawmakers that they must broaden the state's climate strategy because relying exclusively on
electrification, which is increasingly hampered by the federal administration’s attacks on the
renewable energy sector, is no longer feasible.

A pragmatic, all-of-the-above energy strategy that shores up reliability and helps manage
soaring costs doesn’t only use the well-known tools at our disposal; it must also encourage
adoption of emerging resources. That includes using biofuels, a diesel replacement made
from sources like used cooking oil, recycled restaurant grease, animal fats and other waste
streams that can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by up to 86%.

Biofuels prove their value to New York

Biofuels are already proving their value here in Westchester, where the County Airport and
Croton-on-Hudson are using them to reduce their carbon footprints. The Port Authority has
adopted renewable diesel, as has New York City for its emergency and heavy-duty fleets,
preventing more than 162 million pounds of carbon emissions annually. And the new State
Energy Plan approved in December makes clear that these low-carbon fuels are an important
complement to the overall state energy strategy.

These fuels are a fully compatible, plug-and-play solution for existing infrastructure — not
just in transportation fleets, but also in building heat systems. This compatibility is critical,
mitigating costly fleet or building-heat system modifications.


https://www.lohud.com/
https://www.lohud.com/opinion/

Need a news break? Check out the all new PLAY hub with puzzles, games and more!

Biofuel demonstrates real promise of helping businesses reduce emissions without the worry
that comes with going all-electric. There could not be clearer warnings that electric demand
will nearly double over the next two decades without the generation in place for electric
supply to keep up. That risks not just preventing our existing business community from
making a clean energy switch, it also serves to prevent companies from pursuing New York as
a viable place to set up new operations.

We need all-of-the-above solutions at a time when 72% of businesses statewide, including
many here in Westchester, recently said in a state Business Council survey that current
economic conditions are unfavorable. The consensus was that New York must make
immediate improvements around population loss and the high cost of doing business, while
mitigating worrisome energy policies.

Advancing policies that make biofuels more accessible is a common-sense solution. The State
Energy Plan acknowledges this by outlining that policy should not stifle deployment, noting
that new “mandates, market-based mechanisms, and incentives” would be needed to ensure
adequate supply of low-carbon fuels.

Ultimately, expanding the use of biofuels can be a powerful economic catalyst. Their
deployment not only cuts carbon emissions but also fuels job creation and spurs innovation
across key sectors, from domestic agriculture and local fuel distribution to transportation and
advanced clean-tech innovation.

When lawmakers return to Albany, they should prioritize policies like a low-carbon fuel
standard that would help expand availability of biofuels by signaling to producers that New
York is fully open for business. A similar program in California is currently driving the bulk of
the biofuel supply to the West Coast, dramatically reducing emissions there.

Opinion: New York’s energy policy undermines our economic development

NY can't turn its back on clean energy options

Westchester County — and New York as a whole — can’t afford to turn its back on a full suite
of clean energy options at a time when our region is facing rising energy costs and an
intensifying climate crisis. What’s more, failing to shore up our energy supply at a time when


https://play.usatoday.com/?itm_source=SPIKE&itm_campaign=PLAYSPIKE&itm_medium=ONSITE
https://www.lohud.com/story/opinion/2026/01/16/ny-energy-policy-kills-economic-development-opinion/88163782007/

our region and state is poised for transformational economic growth — from revitalizing our
downtowns to investing billions in the biotech and semiconductor sectors — only jeopardizes
our ability to tackle the affordability challenges New Yorkers face.

Embracing biofuels as part of an all-of-the-above energy strategy is forward-looking
leadership that represents progress over paralysis. We don’t have to choose between
economic development and environmental responsibility. We can, and must, achieve both.

John Ravitz serves as the executive vice presiden and COO of the Business Council of
Westchester.
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In the quiet residential blocks of
Queens, from College Point to

Rosedale, the rising cost of living
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At the same time, a wave of
energy mandates threatens to
further impact New Yorkers
anxious about the financial

consequences.

While the long-term goal of a
greener New York is one we all
share, we cannot afford to
pursue policies that will drive up
costs at the expense of our
families’ financial survival or

the reliability of our power grid.

Fortunately, we are seeing a
welcome shift toward reality in
our leadership and away from
tunnel vision toward

electrification.

JOBS IN NEW YORK

A more moderate “all-of-the-
above” energy stance, including 2+ ADD YOUR JOB

the decision to delay

implementation of the state’s B Commercial Building Security

. . . Security Officer
All-Electric Buildings Act, is long

B Oso’s Pets
Retail Sales Associate

overdue. Energy diversity that

creates more options for New

Yorkers is the most common- B United Care ABA

. Child Support Specialist Behavior
sense way to achieve Technician

affordability and reliability. Now

. . : VIEW ALL JOBS...
with policymakers returning to

_ (Abawytosttthenwewyea, . 00


https://qns.com/2025/05/op-ed-the-power-to-illuminate-why-modernizing-new-yorks-electric-grid-is-a-matter-of-survival/
https://jobs.qns.com/
https://jobs.qns.com/list-your-job/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/21/security-officer-23/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/21/security-officer-23/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/21/security-officer-23/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/21/security-officer-23/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/21/security-officer-23/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/17/retail-sales-associate-7/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/17/retail-sales-associate-7/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/17/retail-sales-associate-7/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/17/retail-sales-associate-7/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/17/retail-sales-associate-7/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/19/child-support-specialist-behavior-technician/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/19/child-support-specialist-behavior-technician/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/19/child-support-specialist-behavior-technician/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/19/child-support-specialist-behavior-technician/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/19/child-support-specialist-behavior-technician/
https://jobs.qns.com/2026/02/19/child-support-specialist-behavior-technician/
https://jobs.qns.com/
http://d.adroll.com/click/?adroll_insertion_id=6315df887ea81b545d0b8fb3b3b343b7&adroll_ad_payload=__HIA-wBkwHFA9nIA9UAAa1TS28bVRT2TNIgFARqQJFggSyBEIuMPTN3noGqmvEzftSJazu2qTDz8ngazyPziJMuUKuWokqlEgs2KQKE2AD_gUVyRQuZayEUwSZiC2LBgu6ASoxRVSpWXXClc6507tF39Z3vOz-lZBwu8_2GVFmv9BqdMg1y0vnGutxr0HNwGZTWu72aVCvJhVJZWmN4ptZeq8zDZbmYozfqxUahU-Zb9WK_3mW657glWBqFoResZrPbTpDRXDtLkzSXJamss0cow6Hr64o6NgjfMkch4bgTInDHUWi5TkAYjuGbe8QwCiPfeB7-NkNKgCaTSWbkhsaYcJ2x5Rgz1LNRaA8CN_I144zvjscT198KXpkVbUO3Ivs_RU2xPcUynUfKiq6FZ0xpdmTPuRQRO83zoFbd6uflpuSTeq6qXGr4k15upJv5PT3vl_OURLbMYFLwuiNKy7V6MmOYLSBVO07BckSnWmzZhiy5BaEkhJV8vt7YsWtCH2xu76ijZpvatYu9sh7KMssF-ka51-_ld0c7datZYarjQuWFZNj9Vh20y601uQSKcnNT6pXYdlmAy6VytZPvt1n6XAE0a_kNplvLNfuryLz3OjytjhVta6C6uwPPtzTLMYt3lvB3vkaf_3B8Zf_WjQ-vwy_vHx89VT24ME09c_ON0UG0HyXDVoKQoJT4yvTdI_BifBUuBxtti7jIWrmc3wnbVKiNlDI5ia9B3HDiG_CJB4LGt-CTdSX5J3SDUbwP8YYU355aH7_2VfzJv02fpuLPpPibfc939Uib6Rt_C18ldZExSJWjKQB0jWbBkOFEXhuyBklpQ4XjAatSBsXGR3cW5t-fzl__6Ls4Ttgc3v3x5NrJ97_-8pBNjGAq_jmJP47nLsd_ztJfs3T_AzIjMjTC5iCmImwJLlIClwFkhhcyJMJegmlOUxPtVc6gNUFQVY4CvKIIgAGAG7IqrSPs5cdpEh9yRdhZmC7PDJpu_GPQ9KahBlZopJtGqPimESaaIEyCz3mRSlAcEEhA0QxHszRJAoRdQKd_R9hbMIUwBS7orq1YDsJ0OBd6GsKsB_fW7N2BacCTQOVZIAgszbE8o4mswIqUSHE6xfKigLDtpDFI4uYBwt773_YRYfcgpiO8O01h6m2E9-DTwbYXmYMdfkCzA4ZEeP8Q4W8mnkS4PU2tWimEb6OLVxH-Nsyaim0rA8tO7OAZfrKPnmfoKwRFZyiSpFeoTEJFpFYIkOGExBYIvwwXxQzJ8yJnECSL8LuPwRyfnqSetQhS14GigGS4oqArjEKi-dohOvUFXPQf0WOhdupvxAzsZsrhZ-VXnSb1vG8&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=aZ87vgAAqMUHF4_ZACFrEQW3PAmnxD_teM6yjQ&adroll_network=g&desturl=http%3A//www.hotel-online.com%3Futm_source%3Drollworks%26utm_medium%3Drollworks%26utm_campaign%3Drollworks%26adct%3DgAAAAABpnzu-bf0BRg9crEhGI98LdfDLFgWMSCPA-YFlDElniL-LxovD568CXnH0wa3Bfb6913I7LVeKIFASwthk0rLIIGvfZRwopL0d-wBJ5HZgbU-0G49u-oGz_WCMF__BUKYXx6ax&clickurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DClAZfvjufacXRAtmf3ugPkdaFqQ7q3Mr5XLbvqsNNwI23ARABINvntZoBYKvBqY6wBsgBCeACAKgDAcgDAqoEyQJP0IpvYrwt5sUJNRHyS9DysEJDCd6CSMCBtyLKHkbmwwpumuBaBKzXUHsgInPUL7_oBqNv6WVo4kAaxwiGiXKuFx9vDJC6065dN0q9H9caE9nuXSsDLDpQgmSzYzgKYGJRy5FqeRt3FXvlwo9p3gQd3NgNN9h3IH3CTCoD6TqIo1DJOFzGKywGqGzIU52DYZWrPOVhLxJxShXOMBhfV-N3EO-DUZNP7YWJnRCk9KxbHN_1Kd6u-OzS7OdMlQYuxXb71NKjvOuB6p1sl3t5PdqaG3FUTIxyGTGgRZv10rHc4TzApbvZhW8jKXkxuoF-kvcnJ4qismFQQGtBSAAeNujwuD9lJhCwPlDVwj9x1HXhBEZR7_dzPQJktmGjNimsnKktYDqU827-PFhYzgFI394ItfPrQLm0zT3A-BLy5s-SgEPgArp4j4t4ReAEAYAGtL6KjJPkm64zoAYhiAcBkAcCqAeT2LECqAeU2LECqAeV2LECqAemvhuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHrb6xAqgHv9OxAtgHANIILhACMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoKiAAqgBSL39wTpYybvcqp_1kgP6CwIIAYAMAaoNAkNP4g0TCL273aqf9ZIDFdmPFwcdEWsh5eoNEwjav-Cqn_WSAxXZjxcHHRFrIeWIDv___________wHQFQGAFwGyFxAYDCoKNzI3ODIyNTE0N1ABqhgXCUe28_0EUNRAEgo3Mjc4MjI1MTQ3GAE%26num%3D1%26cid%3DCAQSpwEA56J1eUFb8UU6LYvbXb5cSjPFRpPB45jvBK_5blcaAFKDNdpIg2MUjLLmdN4n3wpRmsR535rmrI0sZzuAxHQKq4SwFvG2-ritA0RjrDKBig9pv9Gzy_LAmFsZ0L3sk-P5p-x7TJ9v6DG5ictHj3D5NzWRO0gSVu2gEQmariceHRdiFwOmw1djQOhV6lIJRDfDITKQK4YQQyEIPsXp3up9yPIJ4gWkuRgBIAg%26sig%3DAOD64_2tt0XC95ainLiKcmamEtAlQ5tPug%26client%3Dca-pub-1638031246252003%26adurl%3D
http://d.adroll.com/click/?adroll_insertion_id=6315df887ea81b545d0b8fb3b3b343b7&adroll_ad_payload=__HIA-wBkwHFA9nIA9UAAa1TS28bVRT2TNIgFARqQJFggSyBEIuMPTN3noGqmvEzftSJazu2qTDz8ngazyPziJMuUKuWokqlEgs2KQKE2AD_gUVyRQuZayEUwSZiC2LBgu6ASoxRVSpWXXClc6507tF39Z3vOz-lZBwu8_2GVFmv9BqdMg1y0vnGutxr0HNwGZTWu72aVCvJhVJZWmN4ptZeq8zDZbmYozfqxUahU-Zb9WK_3mW657glWBqFoResZrPbTpDRXDtLkzSXJamss0cow6Hr64o6NgjfMkch4bgTInDHUWi5TkAYjuGbe8QwCiPfeB7-NkNKgCaTSWbkhsaYcJ2x5Rgz1LNRaA8CN_I144zvjscT198KXpkVbUO3Ivs_RU2xPcUynUfKiq6FZ0xpdmTPuRQRO83zoFbd6uflpuSTeq6qXGr4k15upJv5PT3vl_OURLbMYFLwuiNKy7V6MmOYLSBVO07BckSnWmzZhiy5BaEkhJV8vt7YsWtCH2xu76ijZpvatYu9sh7KMssF-ka51-_ld0c7datZYarjQuWFZNj9Vh20y601uQSKcnNT6pXYdlmAy6VytZPvt1n6XAE0a_kNplvLNfuryLz3OjytjhVta6C6uwPPtzTLMYt3lvB3vkaf_3B8Zf_WjQ-vwy_vHx89VT24ME09c_ON0UG0HyXDVoKQoJT4yvTdI_BifBUuBxtti7jIWrmc3wnbVKiNlDI5ia9B3HDiG_CJB4LGt-CTdSX5J3SDUbwP8YYU355aH7_2VfzJv02fpuLPpPibfc939Uib6Rt_C18ldZExSJWjKQB0jWbBkOFEXhuyBklpQ4XjAatSBsXGR3cW5t-fzl__6Ls4Ttgc3v3x5NrJ97_-8pBNjGAq_jmJP47nLsd_ztJfs3T_AzIjMjTC5iCmImwJLlIClwFkhhcyJMJegmlOUxPtVc6gNUFQVY4CvKIIgAGAG7IqrSPs5cdpEh9yRdhZmC7PDJpu_GPQ9KahBlZopJtGqPimESaaIEyCz3mRSlAcEEhA0QxHszRJAoRdQKd_R9hbMIUwBS7orq1YDsJ0OBd6GsKsB_fW7N2BacCTQOVZIAgszbE8o4mswIqUSHE6xfKigLDtpDFI4uYBwt773_YRYfcgpiO8O01h6m2E9-DTwbYXmYMdfkCzA4ZEeP8Q4W8mnkS4PU2tWimEb6OLVxH-Nsyaim0rA8tO7OAZfrKPnmfoKwRFZyiSpFeoTEJFpFYIkOGExBYIvwwXxQzJ8yJnECSL8LuPwRyfnqSetQhS14GigGS4oqArjEKi-dohOvUFXPQf0WOhdupvxAzsZsrhZ-VXnSb1vG8&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=aZ87vgAAqMUHF4_ZACFrEQW3PAmnxD_teM6yjQ&adroll_network=g&desturl=http%3A//www.hotel-online.com%3Futm_source%3Drollworks%26utm_medium%3Drollworks%26utm_campaign%3Drollworks%26adct%3DgAAAAABpnzu-bf0BRg9crEhGI98LdfDLFgWMSCPA-YFlDElniL-LxovD568CXnH0wa3Bfb6913I7LVeKIFASwthk0rLIIGvfZRwopL0d-wBJ5HZgbU-0G49u-oGz_WCMF__BUKYXx6ax&clickurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DClAZfvjufacXRAtmf3ugPkdaFqQ7q3Mr5XLbvqsNNwI23ARABINvntZoBYKvBqY6wBsgBCeACAKgDAcgDAqoEyQJP0IpvYrwt5sUJNRHyS9DysEJDCd6CSMCBtyLKHkbmwwpumuBaBKzXUHsgInPUL7_oBqNv6WVo4kAaxwiGiXKuFx9vDJC6065dN0q9H9caE9nuXSsDLDpQgmSzYzgKYGJRy5FqeRt3FXvlwo9p3gQd3NgNN9h3IH3CTCoD6TqIo1DJOFzGKywGqGzIU52DYZWrPOVhLxJxShXOMBhfV-N3EO-DUZNP7YWJnRCk9KxbHN_1Kd6u-OzS7OdMlQYuxXb71NKjvOuB6p1sl3t5PdqaG3FUTIxyGTGgRZv10rHc4TzApbvZhW8jKXkxuoF-kvcnJ4qismFQQGtBSAAeNujwuD9lJhCwPlDVwj9x1HXhBEZR7_dzPQJktmGjNimsnKktYDqU827-PFhYzgFI394ItfPrQLm0zT3A-BLy5s-SgEPgArp4j4t4ReAEAYAGtL6KjJPkm64zoAYhiAcBkAcCqAeT2LECqAeU2LECqAeV2LECqAemvhuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHrb6xAqgHv9OxAtgHANIILhACMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoKiAAqgBSL39wTpYybvcqp_1kgP6CwIIAYAMAaoNAkNP4g0TCL273aqf9ZIDFdmPFwcdEWsh5eoNEwjav-Cqn_WSAxXZjxcHHRFrIeWIDv___________wHQFQGAFwGyFxAYDCoKNzI3ODIyNTE0N1ABqhgXCUe28_0EUNRAEgo3Mjc4MjI1MTQ3GAE%26num%3D1%26cid%3DCAQSpwEA56J1eUFb8UU6LYvbXb5cSjPFRpPB45jvBK_5blcaAFKDNdpIg2MUjLLmdN4n3wpRmsR535rmrI0sZzuAxHQKq4SwFvG2-ritA0RjrDKBig9pv9Gzy_LAmFsZ0L3sk-P5p-x7TJ9v6DG5ictHj3D5NzWRO0gSVu2gEQmariceHRdiFwOmw1djQOhV6lIJRDfDITKQK4YQQyEIPsXp3up9yPIJ4gWkuRgBIAg%26sig%3DAOD64_2tt0XC95ainLiKcmamEtAlQ5tPug%26client%3Dca-pub-1638031246252003%26adurl%3D

policy.
%

Get the Full Story

News, events, culture and
more — delivered to you.

SIGN
Enter Your Email A
UP
Among the most pragmatic,

immediate, and cost-effective
paths forward to meet the state’s
climate goals is the use of
biofuels for both building heat
and transportation. Made from
resources like cooking

grease, rendered animal fat, and
soybean byproducts,

biofuels’ lifecycle greenhouse gas
emissions are up to 86 percent
lower than those of petroleum

diesel.

The push for electrification as
the only viable climate solution
often ignores a simple financial
truth: Many New York
homeowners cannot afford to
spend thousands of dollars to rip
out their existing heating

systems for heat pumps, norcan  THINGS TO DO IN QUEENS
heavy-duty vehicle operators like
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same time. In contrast, biofuels
are a drop-in solution, meaning
they can be used in existing
systems and fuel tanks today
without the potentially
expensive price tag associated

with electric upgrades coupled

with rising utility costs.

It’s also an

option that doesn’t burden

the statewide energy grid’s
thinning reliability margins,
which could cause blackouts in
New York City and Long Island

as early as next year.

This isn’t a future solution that is

unproven at scale. The state

already is requiring that biofuels

increasingly be used to replace

fossil heating oil, with many

distributors delivering blends of

heating fuel that utilize biofuels
well beyond the amounts

mandated by the state.
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‘ Tomorrow, 10 am
-

Learn to Knit or Crochet
Q Middle Village Adult Center

Tomorrow, 10 am

BHS 25th Annual Winter Art Show
Q Bayside Historical Society

Tomorrow, noon

AudaTours Queens Audio Tour: History,
Nature, and Innovation
Q Arthur Ashe Stadium

Tomorrow, 6 pm

Meet Robo-Pup Bailey Circuit
Q Chick-fil-A Forest Hills
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Behind Every
Original Con...

== Levi's - Sponsored

New York City in particular is
leading by example. The city
has converted its entire heavy-
duty vehicle fleet

to what’s known as renewable
diesel and is

currently transitioning the
Staten Island Ferry. By next
summer, all city trucks and
vessels will be running on this

clean fuel source.

A Weekend of West African Dance

Q Jamaica Performing Arts Center

CLASSY VIBES Stand Up Comedy in
Astoria Queens w/ Late Night Happy
Hour
@ Tootles & French

VIEW ALL EVENTS..

LATEST NEWS

Kids of Queens: Making
streetwear that empowers
kids and gives back



https://www.levi.com.co/stories/live-in-levis?auctid=c959f4ab-8a12-4ddc-a21c-45958dfefb18
https://www.levi.com.co/stories/live-in-levis?auctid=c959f4ab-8a12-4ddc-a21c-45958dfefb18
https://www.levi.com.co/stories/live-in-levis?auctid=c959f4ab-8a12-4ddc-a21c-45958dfefb18
https://www.levi.com.co/stories/live-in-levis?auctid=c959f4ab-8a12-4ddc-a21c-45958dfefb18
https://www.levi.com.co/stories/live-in-levis?auctid=c959f4ab-8a12-4ddc-a21c-45958dfefb18
https://www.levi.com.co/stories/live-in-levis?auctid=c959f4ab-8a12-4ddc-a21c-45958dfefb18
https://www.nyc.gov/mayors-office/news/2024/10/mayor-adams-full-city-fleet-has-completed-transition-renewable-diesel
https://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/pr2025/first-barge-delivery-of-renewable-diesel.shtml
https://events.qns.com/event/a-weekend-of-west-african-dance/
https://events.qns.com/event/classy-vibes-stand-up-comedy-in-astoria-queens-w-late-night-happy-hour/
https://events.qns.com/
https://qns.com/2026/02/support-kids-of-queens-streetwear-empowers/
https://qns.com/2026/02/support-kids-of-queens-streetwear-empowers/
https://qns.com/2026/02/support-kids-of-queens-streetwear-empowers/
https://qns.com/2026/02/support-kids-of-queens-streetwear-empowers/
https://events.qns.com/event/a-weekend-of-west-african-dance/
https://events.qns.com/event/a-weekend-of-west-african-dance/
https://events.qns.com/event/a-weekend-of-west-african-dance/
https://events.qns.com/event/a-weekend-of-west-african-dance/
https://events.qns.com/event/a-weekend-of-west-african-dance/
https://events.qns.com/event/classy-vibes-stand-up-comedy-in-astoria-queens-w-late-night-happy-hour/
https://events.qns.com/event/classy-vibes-stand-up-comedy-in-astoria-queens-w-late-night-happy-hour/
https://events.qns.com/event/classy-vibes-stand-up-comedy-in-astoria-queens-w-late-night-happy-hour/
https://events.qns.com/event/classy-vibes-stand-up-comedy-in-astoria-queens-w-late-night-happy-hour/
https://events.qns.com/event/classy-vibes-stand-up-comedy-in-astoria-queens-w-late-night-happy-hour/
https://events.qns.com/event/classy-vibes-stand-up-comedy-in-astoria-queens-w-late-night-happy-hour/
https://events.qns.com/event/classy-vibes-stand-up-comedy-in-astoria-queens-w-late-night-happy-hour/

New immersive arcade
and social space set to
open at Metropolitan
Building in LIC

The issue is that biofuel supply
must continue to increase if
more homeowners and

Fresh Air Fund free sum-
mer camp applications of-
ficially open to eligible
families

municipalities are going to

transition from fossil diesel to

greater amounts of biofuels. As
lawmakers begin their new Queens grade school as-
sistant principal freed on
bail on charges that he al-
legedly pimped out porn

legislative session, taking up

-
-y

policies like a clean fuel
standard would spur practical
momentum towards state
climate goals, as would policies
that allow both biodiesel and
renewable diesel to be used for
building heat.

Get Queens in your

Ultimately, we don’t have to .
inbox

choose between environmental

. News, events, culture and more
progress today and protecting

. — delivered to you.
the pockets of the working-class

o .. Enter Your Email Address
families who make this city run.

For the sake of our neighbors
. SIGN UP
across the city and state, let’s

choose a path that is green,

reliable, and — most importantly
— affordable.
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DINING & NIGHTLIFE

Essential late-night cafes
for Ramadan in Astoria
and LIC

Queens restaurants offer-
ing food relief to victims of
Dongan Avenue fire

Allison Heaney.

Photo courtesy of Allison Heaney

Chuan Bistro brings the
Han Dynasty to life at
Flushing’s newest immer-
sive eatery

Allison Heaney is the president
of the College Point-based
Skaggs-Walsh, a third-

generation family-owned

Moa Coffee brings signa-
ture sips to 37th Street in
Astoria

business and division of the

Energy Conservation Group.

Taste your way around the
world for an affordable
price at Queens Night
Market in April

More in
News

Kids of NYC’s
Queens: free early
Making educa-
streetwedion pro-
that em-gram ap-
powers plications
kids and due Feb.
gives back7

New imnfeesh Air

sive arcaffand free

and sociatummer

space setchmmp ap- ENTERTAINMENT

open at plications

Metropoldffitially
—copento S
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GUEST COLUMN: Clean heat has more than one solution

By Heather Canetto
Dec 8, 2025

Guest Column

THE DAILYGAZETTE
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New York’s recent approach to reducing emissions has been guided by a singular focus on
electrification.

A wave of mandates has our customers anxious about the financial consequences and has

resulted in increasingly serious warnings from the state’s grid operator about the added strain.

With the state’s recent decision to delay the All-Electric Buildings Act, policymakers should now
pivot towards a more sensible approach, recognizing the practical and financial realities facing
New Yorkers, especially here in the Hudson Valley.
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Leaders in our area are already recognizing that an all-electric transition simply isn’t feasible for
everyone right now.

To be clear, aspirational goals for climate action are commendable and deserve support. But tying
the entire state to a single energy source amid so much uncertainty, particularly from an
affordability and reliability standpoint, has made us all lose sight of the purpose of the clean

energy transition.

What we need right now is a more balanced, practical path forward for energy in New York,

especially to support our communities that are grappling with the cost-of-living concerns.

Energy choice allows homeowners and business owners the choice of heat pump technology,
propane, natural gas, biofuel or a combination of all of the above.

As an example, immediately available to residential and commercial buildings is the option that

New York has been embracing and expanding successfully for years: biofuels.

Made from renewable sources such as vegetable oils, animal fats and used cooking grease, New
York's residential and commercial heating sector can utilize biofuels to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by up to 86 percent.

As a drop-in replacement fuel, biofuels work seamlessly in current home heating appliances.

It's an option that doesn’t burden the grid’s thinning reliability margins or households with the

costs of converting to alternate heating systems.
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Moreover, unlike current electrification infrastructure challenges, biofuel production and supply
can effectively meet demand of the heating sector as needed.

Biofuel is an energy source that is already being used across the state, with a 10 percent biodiesel
blend requirement in heating fuel, which will increase to 20 percent in 2030.

The state also offers a tax credit to incentivize biofuel use in home heating.

Heating fuel distributors across the state are beginning to supply blends at higher levels, even up
to a full 100 percent biofuel option.

The state should incentivize further steps forward.

Commonsense state legislation like a clean fuel standard would spur practical momentum
towards state climate goals, with reliable and affordable solutions.

An all-of-the-above energy strategy, with biofuels in the mix, is the only responsible way forward.

Heather Canetto is the owner of Herrington Fuels Inc. in Hillsdale, Columbia County.
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Here in the Adirondack foothills, conservation is more than a talking point.
Nature is our way of life, and living within this unique landscape requires

pragmatism, not ideology.

Our commitment to the environment is absolute, but our experience with harsh
winters and sparse infrastructure teaches us that reliability is key to sustainable

life in the North Country.

When the winter wind screams off the mountains, the need for reliable heat is

absolute.

Serving as both the chairman of the Franklin County Legislature and as the
director of a regional home heating oil company gives me a unique perspective:
Our neighbors — from small mom-and-pop operations to the trucking fleets

that deliver vital goods — rely on liquid fuels to keep moving and stay warm.

Now, at a time when renewable energy projects are faltering, and New York’s
energy grid faces mounting pressures, we need a practical, all-of-the-above

energy approach that prioritizes reliability and affordability.

The strategy must include biofuels, b iodegradable fuels created from
agricultural products and recycled resources, including vegetable oils, animal
fats, and used cooking grease. With up to 86% lower lifecycle greenhouse gas
emissions than petroleum diesel, these clean fuels are an accessible energy

source that can help the state advance its climate goals.

At a time when every New Yorker is concerned about affordability, biofuels also
are ready for use in existing home heating systems and fuel tanks without the
increased cost burden of retrofits or new system installations. That makes them
a compelling solution for immediately reducing emissions without breaking the
bank.

The good news is the draft State Energy Plan, which is currently undergoing an
update for the first time in a half-decade, calls biofuels “an important
complement” to electrification in the state’s clean energy transition strategy.
This as the state is also incentivizing municipalities to use renewable diesel for
their vehicle fleets, becoming the first state in the Northeast to offer the fuel to

schools, non-profits, and counties like ours.
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Lawmakers must build on these efforts, including by adopting a low-carbon fuel ~ Your Opinion
standard, which would help create the sustained market demand necessary to

attract capital and justify building in-state biofuel processing infrastructure. .
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These efforts would be aided by updating the state’s bioheating law to allow
renewable diesel — not just the similar but differently produced biodiesel — to

qualify as a replacement for fossil heating oil. This would help not just meet O No

current requirements that all heating oil be at least 10% biofuel, it would help (Vot e) (View Results>

make fuel available to introduce higher blends.

Policies like these would fit well within the pragmatic shift that’s occurring in

Sin

o p—

Albany. Gov. Hochul’s recent decision to pause the All-Electric Buildings Act /B
T U

that would have banned fossil fuels in most new housing construction starting
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next year was a positive first step. Now, New York needs to push forward on our

long-term emissions and cleaner energy goals without neglecting the

immediate, practical tools at our disposal. Simply waiting for electric vehicles
and heating infrastructure to become affordable and more widespread isn’t a e A

solution.
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Renewable biofuels are ready today to keep homes warm and businesses
running reliably as we continue to build our clean energy future. Let’s keep up
the momentum toward an energy policy that works for everyone, not just one

side of the debate.

— Ed Lockwood

Ed Lockwood is the chairman of the Franklin County Legislature and the

director of operations at Adirondack Energy.
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Will Gov. Kathy Hochul ask what greener resources will help maintain affordability while working toward environmental goals? Credit: Jeff Bachner
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The question “Who wins the green energy vs. affordability clash?” is the wrong one to ask [“Green energy vs.

affordability,” Editorial, March 15]. Instead, Gov. Kathy Hochul and state lawmakers must ask what greener
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resources will help us maintain affordability while making progress toward environmental goals. The answer is

being overlooked: renewable biofuels — lower-emission heating oil and diesel alternatives made from sources

like used cooking oil.

Biofuels are “drop-in” alternatives that work with existing boilers and furnaces or diesel trucks. That is critical
when the upfront costs of replacing existing building heat systems and vehicles with all-electric alternatives are
out of reach for many families and small businesses, especially if they’ll be forced to pay yearly premiums that the

state recently calculated New Yorkers will face under impending mandates.

The editorial board proposes adjustments to state law for legislators to consider. The state must also ensure that
life-cycle emissions of biofuels are calculated properly, as California has calculated them, spurring a renewable

fuels market that has dramatically reduced emissions.

Advertisement

Adapting to cost challenges without losing sight of the greater goals, as the editorial put it, means embracing all

options on the table, rather than overlooking what’s right in front of us.

— Rocco J. Lacertosa, Hauppauge

The writer is CEO of the New York State Energy
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A roundup of highlights from Newsday's Opinion There is no clash between green energy and
Department. affordability except the one that gas lobbyists seem
to be trying to convince Kathy Hochul of.
Email address

After several years of stalling on the climate

By clicking Sign up, you agree to our privacy policy. mandate, especially the provision that would send

energy bill rebates to consumers while investing in
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Low-carbon fuels offer an affordable
emissions solution

Gregory O'Connor, Albany

We all agree that New York needs energy solutions that affordably cut emissions, as
argued in the commentary "Renewable natural gas will help New York meet its energy
goals" (Feb. 6). Calls to enact a Clean Fuel Standard and other policies that drive
adoption of alternative fuels are an important step forward that lawmakers must
consider this legislative session.

Low-carbon liquid fuels (biofuels) are part of a responsible "all of the above” energy
policy, one that recognizes we need every practical tool available to lower emissions
while maintaining reliability and affordability.

These fuels are reducing carbon emissions today, not decades from now, and the
current success of biofuels in New York City's emergency vehicles, trucks, and ferries,
and in home fuel tanks statewide, offers a window into what's possible under the right
policy. Biofuels like renewable diesel and biodiesel, made from sources like used
cooking oil and restaurant grease, can reduce emissions by up to 86% compared with
traditional diesel. Because they are drop-in fuels, they work in existing engines and
equipment. For New Yorkers who can't afford costly new electric vehicles and home
heating systems, they provide a cost-effective path to reducing carbon footprints.

With lawmakers focusing on affordability and energy, advancing clean fuels is an easy
win that New Yorkers will see on their roads and in their homes.

We look forward to supporting a balanced and practical approach to reducing New
York's carbon emissions and endorse the inclusion of biofuels as a key component of
the strategy.

The writer is President of Main-Care Energy.

Published March 2, 2026
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Dam Is Breaking

Dec 15, 2025

The East End is no stranger to the intensifying effects of climate change. Yet New
York’s clean energy transition has hit a brick wall. The path to meeting the state’s
climate targets has been blocked by economic headwinds, permitting bottlenecks and
shifting federal priorities toward renewable energy.

Governor Kathy Hochul has acknowledged the mounting challenges and has smartly
embraced a pragmatic “all of the above” energy approach, prioritizing affordability
and reliability over ideology.

The governor has described recent warnings from the New York Independent System
Operator about potential Long Island blackouts as early as next summer as “chilling,”
and her administration has appealed a court order requiring the state to design
regulations for a strict “cap and invest” emissions pricing program, because
affordability and reliability concerns rightly should take precedence right now.

This principle is what spurred a recent bipartisan agreement in Albany, leading a
significant number of Democrats to align with Republicans to successfully convince
the state to re-evaluate the scheduled all-electric building mandate.

The dam is starting to break, and the impending reliability crisis has forced a critical,
pragmatic reckoning among state leaders. The time for an exclusively narrow, single-
minded focus on electrification and renewables is over.

Through all of this, we shouldn’t mistake pragmatism for lack of progress. The state
has the capability to reduce emissions and de-carbonize heating and transportation
systems right now through biofuels, which deserve a fresh look. Made from cooking
grease, rendered animal fat and soybean byproducts, biofuels can be used in existing
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vehicles and home heating systems without the need for costly upgrades. These
products have significantly lower lifecycle emissions — up to 86 percent less — than
traditional fossil fuels.
This renewable resource can also support the electric grid by mitigating demand,
diversifying the energy sector and increasing reliability, serving as a critical buffer to
counter strains on the grid, such as peak demand periods and weather-related
incidences.

Several townships are already thinking ahead. Southampton Town, for example, has
adopted a climate plan that calls for a new policy requiring all new town-owned
vehicles be electric or alternative fuel-based.

Meanwhile, East Hampton Town has resolved to replace internal combustion vehicles
with electric vehicles. But amid challenges facing the market that are likely to drive up
costs, East Hampton and other localities should instead consider tapping into
renewable diesel for their fleets, which the state is making available to state agencies,
authorities, schools, nonprofits and municipalities across 26 counties, including
Suffolk County.

We can't afford to waste time. Delaying the adoption of biofuels’ immediate carbon
benefits over endless debate is a preventable setback that will only increase the
difficulty and cost of our increasingly delicate climate efforts.

Rocco J. Lacertosa
Chief Executive Officer
New York State Energy Coalition Inc.

Hauppauge
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First, Montessori emphasized the importance of “the utilization of the inner powers of
the child for his own instruction.” But this cannot happen in isolation. Lev Vygotsky
underscored the need for “scaffolding” provided by teachers or more knowledgeable
peers. Schenectady native Pat Riley, for example, honed his basketball skills by playing
with his older brother and friends — a clear illustration of Vygotsky’s Zone of Proximal
Development, in which learning and growth occur through social interaction, play and
imagination.

Second, Montessori warned that educators must not become obstacles to a child’s
development. Knowing what to teach is not especially difficult, she argued; recognizing
and discarding our own assumptions and prejudices is far harder.

Schools and parents too often blame one another. Poor communication plays a role,
but the problem is more complex. We need more volunteers, better training and
greater resources. Moderation may be a virtue in some contexts, but not here. As
Branch Rickey famously said, “A moderate is a moral pickpocket” — a sentiment that
resonates when confronting racial discrimination and ensuring inclusion for all children
in our schools.

Published Dec. 29, 2025
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Biofuels belong in New York's clean

energy plan
Kris DelLair, Troy

Aggressive electrification mandates continue to drive up costs for consumers, as noted
in “New York’s Climate Act mandates in question” (Dec. 1), and also threaten to strain

an already overburdened electric grid — one that the state’s grid operator has warned
could face reliability challenges by the mid-2030s.

Electrification has a role in the energy transition, but New York can no longer sideline
one of the most effective tools for cutting emissions: biofuels. These domestically
produced, drop-in fuels are made from vegetable oils, animal fats and recycled grease.
They work in existing home heating systems and heavy-duty vehicles, offering an
affordable way to reduce emissions without costly equipment conversions or
additional strain on the grid.

Their climate benefits are substantial. Biodiesel and renewable diesel can significantly
reduce greenhouse gas emissions compared with petroleum diesel, helping lower
carbon intensity immediately.

Biofuels are already proving their value. New York City uses renewable diesel for
emergency and heavy-duty fleets, preventing millions of pounds of carbon emissions
each year. Erie County’s renewable diesel pilot is expected to cut millions more, and
Westchester County Airport and Croton-on-Hudson are also using biofuels to shrink
their carbon footprints.


https://www.timesunion.com/capitol/article/new-york-s-climate-mandates-mean-lifestyle-21194858.php

To build on this progress, New York should adopt a clean fuel standard to incentivize
alternative fuels and attract investment. A cleaner, more affordable energy future will
require using all the tools available — not just one.

The writer is with the Empire State Energy Association.
Published Dec. 29, 2025
LETTERTO THE EDITOR

Climate leadership means planning
beyond the next election

Elizabeth Poreba, New Lebanon

Two headlines in the Dec. 4 edition — “Trump seeks to weaken mileage rules” and “N.Y.

schools and campuses need clean-energy investment” — illustrate a stark divide in

how leaders approach the climate crisis.

President Donald Trump's attitude might best be summed up by the trendy phrase
“you only live once.” If short-term costs are all that matter, weakening emissions
standards may seem appealing because it could make new cars cheaper. Never mind
that more gas-powered vehicles would drive higher fuel costs and worsen climate
disruption over time.

The proposed Carbon Free and Healthy Schools Bond Act offers a very different
approach. While it may not deliver immediate payoffs, modernizing school buildings
and investing in solar energy — rather than continually patching failing infrastructure
— would yield long-term energy savings and significant benefits to public health and
student well-being.

This is not a debate between fiscally prudent realists and spendthrift dreamers. It is a
choice between short-sighted and responsible leadership. Trump favors immediate
gratification, regardless of long-term consequences. Melinda Person of New York State
United Teachers, by contrast, argues for investing now to create durable future
benefits.

Gov. Kathy Hochul now faces a defining choice. Will she uphold the mandates of the
Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act and continue reducing emissions, or
will she retreat from its goals under the misleading banner of “affordability”?

Published Dec. 29, 2025
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Bronx teens gain hands-on trades
experience at Bronx Design and
Construction Academy
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José Germosen and Ryan Nunez are both juniors studying HVAC at Bronx Design and Construction
Academy.
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Photo by Emily Swanson

At Bronx Design and Construction Academy in the South Bronx, high
school students are preparing to step straight into high-paying careers in

carpentry, plumbing, heating/cooling and other in-demand fields.

The Alfred E. Smith campus, which also houses an automotive program,
has the same desks and whiteboards as in any school. But students spend
their class time pounding hammers, designing plans with drafting software,

running pipes and taking apart boilers, culminating in an all-school final

project: a fully functioning tiny house inside the carpentry lab.

Students in architecture, carpentry, plumbing, elecrtical and HVAC planned and built a
functioning house inside the school’'s massive carpentry lab.

Photo by Emily Swanson

When these students graduate, they’ll find an industry just waiting to

absorb them as it seeks to replace an aging workforce.
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HVAC and electrician careers are expected to grow much faster than
average, with expected job openings increasing 8% and 9% by 2034,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The job outlook for
plumbers and pipefitters is also strong at 4% growth.

During a visit to the school, co-founder Jeffrey Smalls told the Bronx Times
that within 2 to 3 years of graduating, Bronx Design and Construction
Academy alumni can make more than $100,000 working for major

companies like Con Edison and Verizon or local businesses.

But despite its track record of student success, the school has only about

200 students, with capacity for about 500 more, Smalls said.

He said while low enrollment is becoming “a serious concern,” he’s
confident that if more young people knew about the school and strong

workforce demand, every seat would be filled.

“The industry has a need for people who are mechanically inclined and

wanting to get into the construction industry,” he said.
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Students practice wiring in the electrical classroom.
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José Germosen and Ryan Nunez, both juniors, spoke to the Bronx Times as
they worked on a steam boiler in the HVAC shop. They explained that as
ninth graders, students rotate through all the trades and choose their top

three at the end of the year.

Nunez said he comes from a construction family and initially thought he
should try something different, yet he also found himself drawn to that
career path. “I really like it,” Nunez said. The school’s senior class recently
defended its first-place title in a local trades competition, where many
judges come to scout future hires. Looking ahead to next year’s

competition, “We’ll be ready for that,” Nunez said.

Germosen said he finds the HVAC curriculum “very understandable” and

that he’s amazed at how much he and his peers have learned, starting from

Heart & Soul — A Gala Fundraiser
for Temple Beth El of City Island
@ Scavello’s On The Island

Dance Theatre of Harlem Presents
Harlem Mouse/Country Mouse
©Q Lehman Center for the Performing Arts
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zero. Deciding to enroll at the Academy was “one of the greatest decisions of

my life,” he said.

Bob Bieder, who owns Westchester Square Plumbing Supply, has taken
student interns from the school for the past 30 years and put them to work
— with great results. “They’re very impressive,” he said. “These kids want to

work.”

Because Bronx Design and Construction Academy is a DOE public school,
students receive their regular education alongside specialized classes and
graduate with great skills in math and communication, Bieder said. “They
really do a complete, full job here, and these kids come out of here ready to

meet the workforce.”

Mark Vega, who graduated from the school in 1986, now owns Quality
Heating Design on Bronxwood Ave. and remains heavily involved at his
alma mater. As a student, he got a part-time job in 11th grade and a full-
time job the following year at a company he stayed with for the next 13
years. After 26 years in union jobs, he eventually decided to work for

himself, he said.

Today, Vega said he’s passionate about getting young people into the
industry, highlighting both the job satisfaction and lucrative career paths.
“What pushes people? Money, right?” But Vega also said he gained a strong
sense of responsibility starting as a teenage worker. After all, a building can

explode if its systems are not properly maintained.

He recalled a time when, as a student employee, he got a 7 p.m. service call
and didn’t feel like going. But when he showed up, he saw an elderly woman
shivering in the doorway. “The minute I saw her freezing, I said, ‘Don’t

999

worry, I'm gonna start your boiler,” Vega said. “You gotta have some kind

of compassion to help people.”

Diamond in the rough
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Current students are working on a second house project, which can take up to two years and
involve every student in every specialization.

Photo by Emily Swanson

Jeff Kauffman, a fourth-year HVAC teacher, called the school “a diamond in
the rough.”

“We do recruitment, but because there are so many schools, we can get a

little lost,” he said. “We wish more people knew about it.”

Kauffman first learned his trade in a Yonkers high school and went on to
become a business owner and consultant. But when a former HVAC teacher
from the Academy retired, he called Kauffman and convinced him to leave
the industry and begin a teaching career. “Four years later, I'm loving it.

Best decision I made,” Kauffman said.

He showed the Bronx Times to the school’s pride and joy — a house entirely

designed and built by students in the massive top-floor carpentry lab.

Over the sound of banging hammers and buzzing saws, carpentry teacher
Kimberly Colon said the project took about two years, from planning to
framing to cabinets, appliances, plumbing and more. Now, with one house
completed, students are hard at work on another. Coléon graduated from the
Academy only two years ago and is training for her carpentry license. She
said “seeing what is currently up to date” in the industry is a great

advantage for her as a teacher barely older than the students.




“Bringing the new side of the industry, the new tools, showing them to
these kids ... honestly, it’s really worth it,” she said. “This group has done

super well. They’re hard workers.”

Eleventh-grade architecture student Michael Hernandez helped design the
plans for the second house. The biggest challenge is making everything to

scale using a one-quarter-inch to one-foot ratio, he said.

“It’s an honor” to work on the project, Hernandez said. “I appreciate Bronx

Design for getting us on the path we want to be.”

Reach Emily Swanson at eswanson@schnepsmedia.com or (646) 717-
0015. For more coverage, subscribe to our newsletter and follow us

on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram!

&nify Swanson

Emily Swanson is a reporter at the Bronx Times and 2023
graduate of the CUNY Craig Newmark Graduate School of
Journalism. Originally from Minneapolis, MN, she now lives in the

South Bronx neighborhood of Port Morris. She enjoys cooking,
photography and rooting for the Knicks, Timberwolves, Liberty

and Yankees.
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Bronx high school prepares next generation of construction pros
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A Bronx high school is preparing the next generation of tradesmen.
Inside the Bronx Design & Construction Academy, students aren't just sitting at desks—they're learning by doing.
Rocco Lacertosa says this program gives students a great head start to their careers.

"This is a very good training ground for them to, you know, learn skills, get out into units, work for companies, and earn a good
living," he says.

The four-year career and technical education program blends academics with real-world job training, helping students build a
strong foundation for future careers.
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Bob Bieder, president of Westchester Square Plumbing Supply, says he hires interns from this program every year. He says the
passion he sees in these kids is unmatched.

"Every one of them really wants to work hard. You know, a lot of them come out of poor families where they started with nothing,
and now they have real careers where they're making great salaries," he says.

Freshmen at the school rotate through a variety of trades, including electrical, plumbing, HVAC, architecture and carpentry. It gives
them a chance to discover what fits them best.

Students work on plumbing systems, use professional architectural tools, and even build a house from the ground up.

Student Luis Francisco is in the carpentry side of the program and says he now has the tools to get a full-time job.

NEW HOMES

i
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"I definitely feel like I'm going to be ready because I'm preparing us for the future. And we're already getting, like, the firsthand side
of it, and it will just be better from here," he says.

From the classroom to the construction site, these students are already laying out the groundwork for their futures, one project at a
time.

For more information on the school, click here.
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STUDENTS LEARN TRADE SKILLS AT BRONX
DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION ACADEMY

-

LOCAL NEWS

Students building houses inside Bronx school

by: Greg Mocker
Posted: Apr 30, 2026 / 05:32 PM EDT
Updated: Apr 30, 2026 / 06:19 PM EDT

SHARE Q@@@ﬁ

THE BRONX, N.Y. (PIX11) — Homework is a part of school curriculum. At Bronx Design and Construction Academy, students are working to build a

house inside their classroom.

At the NYC Public School facility in the Melrose neighborhood of the Bronx, students are getting hands-on experience that goes beyond

textbooks. Inside a large lab space on East 151st Street, there’s room for two homes under construction.

More Local News »

Each year, students take on an ambitious assignment: build a one-bedroom house from the ground up, complete with electrical wiring,

plumbing, heating systems, and custom carpentry.

For senior Aniyah Colson, the experience has been eye-opening.
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“When | came here and | started learning the trade, | saw we can be real and build a house,” she said. “We made the cabinets ourselves,” she

explained. “Carpentry is more than building houses. We start out with the basics and how to use the tools.”

The academy offers training across multiple trades, including plumbing, electrical work, drafting, and HVAC systems. It’s a collaborative effort,

with students from different disciplines working simultaneously to bring each house to life.

ADVERTISEMENT

“We have all five disciplines working at the same time to make this house live and liveable,” said instructor Orvil Boatswain. “My favorite part of
the job is to see when a student actually understands,” he said. “There’s a look on their face when they put it together, and they start diving in,

taking it seriously.”

Stay connected with community stories that matter: Visit our homepage »

The program also partners with local businesses and industry professionals, giving students exposure to real-world opportunities.

Stanley Santos, an 11th-grade student in the program, says it’s a powerful alternative for students

“If you’re someone that thinks you don’t want to go to college or school isn’t for you, this is a great program and it’s hands-on work,” Santos said.

ADVERTISEMENT
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There is less than a week until the April 1budget deadline. (AP Photo/Hans Pennink)

As state budget talks stall, perspective from other
states

BY JACK ARPEY | NEW YORK STATE
PUBLISHED 9:21 PM ET MAR. 26, 2026

As state budget negotiations continue with less than a week until the April 1 deadline,
the major points of contention between Gov. Kathy Hochul and state lawmakers in the
state Senate and Assembly are Hochul’s proposals to change the state’s car insurance

policy and New York's landmark 2019 climate law.
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exclusively focused on affordability for New Yorkers."

As Hochul and lawmakers prepare to likely go into overtime, Tom Stebbins, executive
director of the Lawsuit Reform Alliance of New York and Floyd Vergara, senior policy
advisor for Clean Fuels Alliance America, offer perspective on how similar policies have
worked in the governor's favor in other states.
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Bruce Blakeman denied New York lawmakers 4 arrested in corruption
public campaign pass state budget probe linked to NYC
matching funds in race extender through April 7 shelter operator, AP
for N.Y. governor, board NEW YORK STATE | 3 HOURS AGO source says
decides NEW YORK STATE | 3 HOURS AGO

NEW YORK STATE | 2 HOURS AGO

STATE OF POLITICS STATE OF POLITICS STATE OF POLITICS
Where New York stands Siena poll: Hochul lead Hochul tees up one
5 years after legalizing over Blakeman in race week state budget
recreational marijuana for governor narrows to extender as Tier 6 talks
NEW YORK STATE | 3 HOURS AGO 13 points continue to percolate

NEW YORK STATE | 9 HOURS AGO NEW YORK STATE | 19 HOURS AGO
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New York finalizes emissions-reporting requirements
Polluters will have to report greenhouse gas emissions in the Empire State.

a BY: MARIE J. FRENCH | 12/04/2025 02:49 PM EST

ALBANY, New York — Power plants, factories, large dairy farms, landfills, fuel suppliers
and other polluters based in New York will have to provide emissions reports to the state
under new rules.

The Department of Environmental Conservation issued the final greenhouse gas
reporting rules Monday. The reports will improve the granularity of emissions data and
could support additional state regulations to reduce them.

Advertisement
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Why it matters: Democratic Gov. Kathy Hochul has framed the new state program as
backfilling potential federal rollbacks. The Trump administration has proposed largely
eliminating the Environmental Protection Agency’s greenhouse gas reporting
requirements.

The reporting rule was originally part of the since-paused “cap and invest” proposal to
support achieving the state’s 2019 climate law targets. It aimed to limit emissions and
raise money for a clean energy transition.



Hochul initially embraced the cap-and-trade-style program in 2023 but paused it amid
cost concerns and her focus on affordability at the beginning of this year. The state last
month appealed a judge’s order directing DEC to issue regulations to achieve the climate
law targets after environmental groups sued over the “cap and invest” delay.

The governor has said she would consider working with the Legislature to revise the law.
Some moderate Democratic lawmakers are open to the discussion as they’re also
concerned about the cost of implementing the law. Hochul and state lawmakers are up

for reelection next year.

Emissions report: The state also released an annual inventory of emissions for 2023
Monday, as required by the 2019 climate law. That inventory shows total emissions in
2023 decreased by about 14 percent from the 1990 baseline.

The state’s climate law requires reductions of 40 percent from 1990 levels by 2030 and
85 percent by 2050. Hochul’s officials do not plan to meet those targets, citing costs and
federal headwinds.

Emissions rose from 2022 by less than 0.1 percent, an expected increase amid the
economic recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic. Energy sector emissions were 10
percent higher in 2023 compared to 2020, primarily driven by increased transportation
emissions and the closure of the Indian Point nuclear power plant, which increased the
state’s reliance on fossil fuels.

Details: The new rules will require facilities that emit over 10,000 tons of carbon
dioxide equivalents to report emissions based on New York’s accounting system, which
weighs the climate impact of greenhouse gases over a 20-year time frame. That means
that under the new rules natural gas is viewed as having a greater impact compared to
the more standard 100-year time horizon used in almost every other jurisdiction.

The draft rules were formally released for public comment in March. Agency staff had
completed draft regulations for the reporting requirement and the rest of the package for
“cap and invest” days before Hochul decided to delay the program.

Many of the facilities that will have to report emissions hold state air permits and already
report emissions data. Other requirements are new, including for manure stored in liquid
storage or anaerobic digesters above a certain threshold — waste from about 290 cows.
The department made some changes to ensure smaller dairy farms aren’t impacted.

Fuel suppliers bringing in any amount of natural gas, propane, fuel oil or gasoline must
also report their emissions. Industry groups protested this requirement, arguing it would
burden small businesses.

Rocco Lacertosa, the CEO of the New York State Energy Coalition, which represents
heating oil suppliers, said the rule doesn’t give proper credit for biofuels, treating them
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similarly to traditional fossil fuels.

“That stands in contrast with best practices from states like California, where use of
biofuels as a cost-effective, lower-emission alternative has risen steadily over time,” he
said in a statement. “Refusing to use all the tools at our disposal to maintain plentiful
energy options is antithetical to the affordability agenda, and in the end, it's consumers
who will suffer.”

The DEC in its response to public comments indicated the state’s climate law requires
counting emissions from biofuels. DEC said they’ll be reported separately from fossil
fuels.

The final rule also includes a third-party verification requirement for emitters above a
certain threshold, which some business groups had argued was too onerous in comments
on the proposal.

Environmental groups offered mild praise for the state’s final regulations, with several
urging a release of the remaining cap-and-invest rules.

Vanessa Fajans-Turner, executive director of Environmental Advocates of NY, called it
“meaningful progress” but also “only a first step.”

She said the state was moving backwards with Hochul’s agreement to delay the all-
electric buildings requirement and approval of a new pipeline.

“With climate impacts accelerating, and the federal government retreating, the state
must move forward on the strongest possible cap and invest program to ensure major
polluters are held fully accountable,” Fajans-Turner said.

What’s next: The first reporting deadline isn’t until mid-2027 for emissions in 2026.
Several commenters associated with the fossil fuel industry questioned the
constitutionality of the proposed regulation, indicating a potential for legal challenges.
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